
PARTNER STORY

OPPORTUNITY

To enhance its new facility, Tauranga Elim 

Church required a premier audio solution 

that delivers pristine sound and crystal-

clear speech intelligibility for worship 

services and other events.

SOLUTION

Using JBL Professional loudspeakers and 

Crown amplification, the church selected 

a state-of-the-art HARMAN Professional 

audio solution that offers excellent acoustics 

and consistent coverage. 

TAURANGA ELIM CHURCH, NEW ZEALAND

Among Elim Church’s several locations throughout New Zealand and other countries, 

Tauranga Elim recently moved to a new facility. A move that was nearly two years in 

the making, the new location is much larger than the previous building and includes 

an auditorium that is able to accommodate 550 people. Wanting to offer guests and 

attendees an engaging experience with great acoustics to support its live modern 

contemporary music, along with crystal-clear speech intelligibility, Tauranga Elim 

required a premium sound system that delivers consistent tones at all volume levels with 

smooth, even coverage across the entire facility.

“As a church, we were blessed to have the opportunity to develop the shell of an 

industrial building into an awesome place of worship that speaks to the flavor and 

character of our people,” said Sean Verwey, Audio/Visual Coordinator at Tauranga Elim. 

“For the audio system in our auditorium, our requirements were simple; we wanted 

a system that sounded great, was punchy yet smooth through the dynamic range of 

a service, suited our style of music, covered the wide space evenly and overcame the 

challenging acoustics of the venue.”

After experimenting with various speakers from different manufacturers, Tauranga Elim 

outfitted the auditorium with two JBL CBT 1000 line array column loudspeakers supplied 

through Sound and Vision Connection. Custom-flown in a left-right configuration, the CBT 

1000s feature JBL’s Constant Beamwidth Technology™, which provides adjustable vertical 

coverage and a tapered horizontal waveguide to deliver consistent sound across the 

auditorium. Further ensuring even sound distribution, a JBL CBT 70J-1 two-way line array 

column loudspeaker was added to provide audio to the auditorium’s mezzanine level.

Complementing the column loudspeakers with accurate, low-frequency performance, 

the system also includes a JBL VT4883 subcompact dual 12” subwoofer that is used as a 

flown low-mid extension and a VTX G28 dual 18” ground subwoofer providing a solid low-

HOUSES OF WORSHIP

“ 
We heard some great systems, 

but we felt what HARMAN and 

JBL Professional offered met 

our requirements perfectly.”



end for the contemporary worship. To power and process it all, Crown I-Tech 4x3500HD 

high-powered tour sound amplifiers and CDi 4|300 amplifiers were deployed, providing 

proven reliability along with the convenience of four inputs per amplifier. OMNIDRIVEHD 

delivers enhanced performance on the iTech 4x3500HD. 

“As a church, we are very pleased with the result. We heard some great systems, but 

we felt what HARMAN and JBL Professional offered met our requirements perfectly,” 

Verwey said. “The JBL CBT 1000 loudspeakers provide more than enough grunt for youth 

services and special events, yet is easy to mix during a regular Sunday service, it simply 

sounds amazing.”

“The JBL CBT 1000 line array column loudspeaker is a perfect solution for customers 

that are looking for line array loudspeakers but don’t quite have the budget for a fully-

fledged line array system,” said HARMAN Church Audio Specialist Eli Murray from JBL 

Professional distributor JPRO. “Its consistency in tone from soft levels to loud levels and 

ability to cover audio over wide and long distances and overcome tricky acoustic spaces 

make it an asset for church and auditorium environments today.”

“
The JBL CBT 1000 

loudspeakers provide more 

than enough grunt for youth 

services and special events, 

yet is easy to mix during a 

regular Sunday service, it 

simply sounds amazing.”

PRODUCTS USED

CROWN CDI 4|300 POWER AMPLIFIERS

CROWN I-TECH 4X3500HD POWER AMPLIFIERS

JBL CBT 1000 ADJUSTABLE COVERAGE LINE ARRAY COLUMN LOUDSPEAKERS

JBL CBT 70J-1 TWO-WAY LINE ARRAY COLUMN LOUDSPEAKER

JBL VT4883 SUBCOMPACT DUAL 12” CARDIOID-ARRAYABLE SUBWOOFERS

JBL VTX G28 DUAL 18” GROUND STACKABLE SUBWOOFERS



© 2020 HARMAN International Industries, Incorporated. All rights reserved. Harman Kardon, Inf inity, 
JBL, Lexicon and Mark Levinson are trademarks of HARMAN International Industries, Incorporated, 
registered in the United States and/or other countries. AKG is a trademark of AKG Acoustics GmbH, 
registered in the United States and/or other countries. Features, specif ications and appearance are 
subject to change without notice.

ABOUT HARMAN

HARMAN (harman.com) designs and engineers connected products and solutions for 

automakers, consumers, and enterprises worldwide, including connected car systems, 

audio and visual products, enterprise automation solutions; and services supporting the 

Internet of Things. With leading brands including AKG®, Harman Kardon®, Infinity®, JBL®, 

Lexicon®, Mark Levinson® and Revel®, HARMAN is admired by audiophiles, musicians and 

the entertainment venues where they perform around the world. More than 50 million 

automobiles on the road today are equipped with HARMAN audio and connected car 

systems. Our software services power billions of mobile devices and systems that are 

connected, integrated and secure across all platforms, from work and home to car and 

mobile. HARMAN has a workforce of approximately 30,000 people across the Americas, 

Europe, and Asia. In March 2017, HARMAN became a wholly-owned subsidiary of 

Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd.
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